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John Bunyan's Journey to Heaven

4 na Hakbang sa Kaligtasan
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"Britanong manunulat na si John Bunyan ay nag-iwan
ng isang kahanga-hangang likhang sining ng
Kristiyanong klasiko na may pamagat na 'Pilgrim's
Progress' o '천로 역정' sa Koreano. Ang nobelang ito ay
naglalarawan ng paghahangad at pananampalataya ng
isang Kristiyano patungo sa kanyang pangarap na
buhay at ang paglalakbay ng isang peregrino patungo
sa kaharian ng Diyos. Gayundin, sa ating paglalakbay
sa buhay, mangyari mo mang pag-isipan ang
kamatayan, ang kaharian sa kabilang buhay, at ang
walang hanggang kaligtasan. Dito, nais nating alamin
kung paano maaaring makamtan ng isang hindi
naniniwala ang kaligtasan ayon sa sinasabi ng Bibliya.
Nais nating masusing pagtuunan ang apat na hakbang
patungo sa kaligtasan.

Unang Hakbang (Pag-unawa at Pagsang-ayon na Ikaw
ay Makasalanan)

Romano 3:23 Sapagka't ang lahat ay nangagkasala nga,
at hindi nangakaabot sa kaluwalhatian ng Dios

Ang hakbang na ito ay tila pagtatagumpay na
nangangahulugang nagsisilbing simula ng paglalakbay
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patungo sa kaligtasan. Para sa marami, nagsisimula
ito sa pag-iisip tungkol sa relihiyon, Diyos, kasalanan,
o kamatayan na kahit kailan ay hindi iniisip ng isang
tao. Madalas, ito ang nagiging simula ng landas
patungo sa kaligtasan.

Sa kanyang nakaraang pagbabasa, may ilang taong
nagkasala sa palagay mo. Mga 50% ng mga tao ba? O
mga 80% ng mga tao ba ang nagkasala? Hindi. Dito ay
nagsasaad na 100% ng tao, ibig sabihin, ang lahat ay
nagkasala. Walang isang tao ang hindi kasali. Maski
gaano pa kaganda ang isang tao o kahusay siya, o
maging isang dakilang tao, lahat ay itinuturing na
makasalanan ayon sa malinaw na pahayag. At dahil sa
kasalanang ito, ang tao ay napipinsala at nawawala
ang biyayang nagmumula sa Diyos, tulad ng kanyang
grasya, pagpapala, kasiyahan, kapayapaan, tunay na
kaligtasan, o walang hanggang buhay, at dahil dito,
ang mga tao ay nagdurusa.

Kapag naririnig mo ang kwento na ito, maaaring
maitanong sa sarili, 'Ano nga ba ang ibig sabihin ng
kasalanan?' Kaya naman, ipagpapatuloy natin ang
pag-unlad sa ating pag-iisip tungkol sa kahulugan ng
kasalanan ayon sa Bibliya. Ang karaniwang kahulugan
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o konsepto ng kasalanan sa lipunan natin ay maaaring
maging matindi, isang larawan ng isang krimen na
nagiging malakas na imahe. Madalas na naiisip natin
ito bilang isang krimen na dapat ay makikita upang
ituring itong kasalanan. Ngunit ayon sa Bibliya, ang
kahulugan o konsepto ng kasalanan (SIN) ay may mas
malawak na kahulugan. Bukod sa kasalanan na
nakikita ng iba, itinuturing ding kasalanan ang
masalimoot na kadiliman sa kalooban. Sa katunayan,
ang kasalanan na naihayag sa labas ay nagiging bunga
lamang ng masalimoot na kadiliman sa kalooban. Ang
dalawang ito ay hindi maaaring hiwalayin. Ang
kadahilanang nagkaruon ito ng ugat at ito ay lumabas
sa pamamagitan ng pangyayari. Sa madaling salita,
ang kasalanan sa kalooban at ang pangyayari ay
parehong itinuturing na kasalanan. Oo, may
pagkakaiba sa paraang naglalabas ito. Ang isang
krimen na nangyayari sa labas ay isang bunga lamang
ng masalimoot na kadiliman sa kalooban. Ang
dalawang ito ay kabilang sa isang set. Nangyayari ito
dahil sa isang ugat at ito ay nagiging resulta. Ibig
sabihin, ang kasalanan sa kalooban, ang masalimoot
na kadiliman, ang pangangalunya sa kalooban, at ang
pagpuna, at sumpa, at iba pa ay itinuturing ding
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kasalanan. Oo, maaaring magkaiba ang lalabas na
kasalanan sa bawat isa, depende ito sa tao. Ngunit ang
tiyak na isang bagay ay ang masalimoot na kadiliman
sa kalooban ay palaging lumalabas. Ang pagnanakaw o
pagsasamantala ay hindi kinakailangan upang maging
kasalanan. Dito pa lamang ay maaaring masalamin na
ang masalimoot na kadiliman sa kalooban ay palaging
naglalabas sa atin.

Ang pag-uugma ng nag-iisang kasalanan sa maraming
bagay sa buhay ay kapareho nito. Ang suliranin ay
nang hindi maaaring mapanatiliang malinis ang
katawan. Subalit ang kahila-hilakbot na aspeto ay
nangangahul

"Second Step (Acknowledging the Inevitability of
Punishment for Sin)

Hebrews 9:27 At kung paanong itinakda sa mga tao ang
mamatay na minsan, at pagkatapos nito ay ang
paghuhukom

This second step, in the context of the journey to
salvation, is akin to a person who stood at the starting
point of salvation and is now beginning to move
toward salvation. It is the phase where someone who



6

has never seriously considered death, judgment, and
the consequences of sin begins to feel the weight of
conscience and contemplates the serious consequences
of judgment and punishment after death.

The mentioned Bible verse indicates that there are
two appointments destined for humanity. One is death,
a fate universally accepted by all. However, the other
appointment is judgment after death, implying facing
judgment and receiving punishment. Yes, sin
inevitably comes with a severe cost. This belief that
sin would be resolved or forgotten over time, or even
disappear with death, is strongly refuted by the Bible.
Such thinking is merely a self-centered and
convenient expectation.

In our previous discussion of the duality of sin, we
described sin as cruel. Sin not only inflicts cruel
suffering on others, but also, and perhaps more
significantly, returns to the one who committed the
sin in a cruel manner. In other words, sin invariably
turns into a boomerang, coming back to the person
with judgment, punishment, destruction, and even
hell. Therefore, sin is fearsome and, in a sense, can be
considered thoroughly just. Sin is comparable to a
hunting dog; when it identifies its prey, it never lets go.
It relentlessly pursues and catches it, leading to its
demise. Sin, in this manner, is both terrifying and
cruel, and when we recognize this aspect of sin, we
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begin to take the issue of sin more seriously.

Despite this, humans easily commit sin and indulge in
it without attempting to escape. This is due to a
psychological tendency, a belief that "I will never be
caught. I will never face the consequences of sin." Of
course, in this world, there are instances where
individuals commit crimes without being caught.
However, before God, there is no such thing as a
perfect criminal. There is no escape route.

On the other hand, Jesus warns people in Matthew
7:13-14 to "enter by the
narrow gate." According
to this statement, there
are two kinds of people
in the world. One group
walks on the narrow
path, the path of life
where Jesus is present.
The other group walks

on the broad path, the path of death, with pleasurable
steps. It is a procession toward eternal destruction
without true salvation, headed for the cliff of eternal
perdition. Satan himself walks alongside this
procession. Angels work to deceive and tempt humans,
preventing them from leaving this procession. They
employ all sorts of tricks to safely lead humans to the
kingdom of destruction, hell. Originally, hell was the
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final judgment place for Satan and demons, but they
are struggling to drag not only themselves but also
humanity to that place.

The renowned Christian theologian and writer, C.S.
Lewis, says in one of his books, 'The road to hell is a
gentle slope, a very smooth surface with no bumps or
cliffs. Therefore, many people are happily walking on
this path of destruction today.' However, if you
continue to follow this procession of death, you will
eventually collide with the cliff of destruction when
you least expect it. Before that happens, you must
move from this procession of death leading to
destruction and hell to the procession of true life,
salvation, and heaven. God desires that not a single
person remains on the path of destruction but moves
toward the path of life and salvation. Many people
may unknowingly be walking on this path of
destruction. We hope that before your life ends, you
will move into the ranks of salvation.

We often underestimate the consequences of hell and
the punishment of death. In Luke 16, Jesus tells the
story of the rich man who entered heaven and the
beggar Lazarus sent to hell. The rich man in hell is
desperately seeking a drop of water in unspeakable
torment. However, it is a place completely cut off; no
one can help or be helped. There is no hope, no
emergency exit, no chance to start again. It is a place
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of absolute despair instead of hope, endless regret
instead of opportunity, unbearable pain instead of joy,
and eternal bondage instead of true freedom. This
story is the living testimony and sound from the scene
of hell speaking to you, living in today's world."

"Third Step (Understanding the Cross of Jesus Christ
as the Complete Solution to Sin)

1 Peter 3:18 Sapagka't si Cristo man ay nagbata ring
minsan dahil sa mga kasalanan, ang matuwid dahil
sa mga di matuwid, upang tayo'y madala niya sa Dios;
siyang pinatay sa laman, nguni't binuhay sa espiritu

This third step, when considered in the journey of
salvation, is so crucial that it can be said that one has
reached about 80 to 90 percent of salvation.

Humans, by living in sin, have become disconnected
from God. Consequently, they have lost many
blessings, abilities, joy, peace, true life, and salvation
that come from God. Thus, humans unknowingly
begin to feel anxiety and fear about death and the
afterlife. They also experience an unquenchable thirst
and an unfulfilled emptiness and longing. In an
attempt to address these issues, people may pursue
their own paths to salvation. Some seek salvation
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through good deeds, charity, and religious acts. The
philosopher and Christian, Pascal, spoke of humans
as weak yet great beings, observing such efforts.

However, despite these efforts, can humans truly find
the path to complete salvation on their own? Can acts
of kindness, charity, and religious deeds lead to true
salvation? The Bible clearly states that humans
cannot find or create the path to complete salvation on
their own. Many people believe that their good deeds
will lead to salvation. However, in Ephesians 2:8-9, it
is unequivocally recorded that humans cannot be
saved by good deeds alone. Good deeds are not a
condition for salvation but rather a result of salvation,
to be evaluated and emphasized as expressions of
gratitude. Perhaps the cultural, societal, or familial
atmosphere that emphasizes good deeds is one of the
most challenging aspects of human life. It cannot be a
place of salvation or true happiness. Humans
experience more happiness and beautiful
transformation when they receive love and
forgiveness, unrelated to their good deeds. If someone
who has committed a sin and is suffering is again
compelled to perform righteous deeds, it cannot be
anything but a contradiction. Instead of true
happiness, salvation, and rest, it becomes nothing
more than an additional burden of suffering.

Nevertheless, because humans could not create the
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path to salvation on their own, God in the Bible had to
prepare the path to salvation by Himself to rescue
humanity from the judgment or punishment of sin. In
the central passage, 1 Peter 3:18, it is recorded that
Christ, without sin but on behalf of our
unrighteousness, bore the burden and died on the
cross. Through this, my sins are forgiven, and I can
move from destruction to the eternal kingdom of life.
He not only died for your sins but also resurrected
after three days. The fact that He rose from the dead
is evidence that Jesus is not just a human like us,
subject to the dominion of death, but the almighty,
true God who even rules over death. Therefore, those
who believe in Jesus will not only end in death but
will surely be resurrected like Jesus and live eternally
in heaven. This is the meaning of eternal life. Even if
the body dies, eternal life is to live forever. Death in
this world has an overwhelming power that renders
everything meaningless and powerless in the face of
death. But the resurrection of Jesus is an amazing
power that neutralizes this death.

The crucial point is that God, through the crucifixion
of Jesus Christ on the cross, paid the full price for
your sins so that you can receive forgiveness and
salvation. Understanding and realizing the meaning
of this cross can be considered approaching salvation.
However, salvation is not complete with this alone.
The final step is to accept Jesus Christ into your heart
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as your Savior, revealing your faith. I will explain this
in more detail in the next step."

"Four na Hakbang (Pagtanggap kay Jesus bilang
Tagapagligtas sa Aking Puso)

Juan 1:12 Datapuwa't ang lahat ng sa kaniya'y
nagsitanggap, ay pinagkalooban niya sila ng
karapatang maging mga anak ng Dios, sa makatuwid
baga'y ang mga nagsisisampalataya sa kaniyang
pangalan

Sa iyong harap, handa nang itinatag ang daang
patungo sa kaligtasan sa pamamagitan ni Jesus
Christ. Sa pamamagitan ng daang ito ng kaligtasan
na ipinagkaloob sa atin sa krus ni Cristo, maaari kang
lumipat mula sa landas ng kapahamakan patungo sa
landas ng buhay. Ang kaligtasan ay hindi
nangangailangan ng iyong mabubuting gawain. Ito ay
isang kaloob mula sa Diyos, isang biyayang libreng
ibinibigay, at walang ibang paraan kundi
pasalamatan ito. Sa Juan 1:12, nasasaad na
binibigyan ang mga sumasampalataya kay Jesus ng
karapatan na maging mga anak ng Diyos. Ito ay dahil
kay Jesus na sa krus ay nagbuwis ng kanyang buhay
para sa iyong mga kasalanan.



13

Sa isang Linggo ng Paaralan ng Bibliya, nagtanong
ang mga bata sa guro ng maraming mga tanong. At sa
huli, isang batang nagtanong ng isang
nakakapagtaka at malupit na tanong. Ang bata ay
nagtanong, "Guro, paano ba ako makakarating sa
impyerno?" Naguluhan ang guro ngunit ang bata ay
nagtanong nang lubos na seryoso. Alam ng guro na
kailangang sagutin ito nang maayos. Sa wakas, ang
sagot ng guro ay, "Oo." Oo, kung hindi mo ipinapakita
ang iyong pananampalataya kay Diyos habang buhay
ka, hindi ka makakalipat mula sa landas ng
kapahamakan patungo sa landas ng buhay na may
kaharian ng Diyos. Upang lumipat mula sa landas ng
kamatayan patungo sa buhay na ito, kailangan mong
tanggapin ang krus ni Jesus Christ, ang solusyon sa
iyong mga kasalanan, bilang iyong Tagapagligtas sa
iyong puso. Sa ganitong paraan, pumapasok si Jesus
sa iyong puso at ikaw ay magiging isang anak ng
Diyos.

Sa pamamagitan ng desisyong ito, inirerekomenda
namin ang paglipat mo patungo sa buhay na may
kasamang kaligtasan. Kung mayroon kang ganitong
pagnanasa, mangyaring sundan ang "Panalangin sa
Pagtanggap kay Jesus bilang Tagapagligtas sa Aking
Puso" sa ibaba. Ipinagdadasal namin na ito ang
maging pagkakataon mo na makatanggap ng
kaligtasan.
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"Panalangin sa Pagtanggap kay Jesus bilang
Tagapagligtas sa Aking Puso"

Jesus, ako'y nagpapahayag ng aking mga kasalanan.

Ako'y nagsisisi at nagnanais na baguhin ang aking
buhay tungo sa iyo, Diyos.

Pinatawad mo na ako at iniligtas, at nagpapasalamat
ako nang taos-puso.

Ngayon, itinatanghal ko si Jesus Christ bilang aking
Tagapagligtas, sa aking puso.

Pakidala mo po ako sa landas ng buhay.

Dasal ko ito sa pangalan ni Jesus. Amen.

Ano ang iyong napili? Kung iyong nais ipahayag ang
iyong mga kasalanan at tanggapin si Jesus,
itinuturing namin itong pinakamahusay na desisyon
sa iyong buhay. Binabati kita. Mangyaring sumali sa
pagsamba sa simbahan kung ito'y malapit sa iyo at
simulan ang pagbabasa ng Bibliya o panalangin nang
personal. Ang iyong buhay ay magiging mas
makabago. Ipinagdarasal namin na sa loob ng
pananampalataya, ang iyong buhay ay magiging mas
masaya at masagana. "
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Apat na Hakbang tungo sa Kaligtasan

May-akda: Seokjae Kang, Senior Pastor ng JOY CHURCH

Address: Higashi Park, Hakata-ku, Fukuoka City, Japan 4-5

Telepono: 81+092(643)5534

E-mail: joyskan@gmail.com


